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Our Cross [14

Paul & Bunty Collins

Wearelivinginvery urgent and turbulent times. Our worldisinturmoil.
Newsreports of the great suffering and awful eventsthat are occurring
around theworld are heartbreaking and so many timeswefedl so helpless
and wonder “what on earth can we do?”

But there is an answer — the Gospel -- the “good news”! Now, as never
before, we have to get the message ouit!

THE GOSPEL OF LOVE

God’s love for mankind is the heart of the Cross. All three of the
Godhead expressed thislove.

The Love of the Father

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life” John 3:16.

Asyoung Christianswe used to find it difficult
to understand John 3:16. Why would it say it
wasthe Father who so loved theworld that He
gave His Son? Surely, we used to think, the
greater love was that of Jesus — he was the one
who bore the rejection and suffering. He was
the onewho died for us. We thought this until
we had our own son. Then we realized what
great lovethe Father had. Asaparent wewould
rather suffer anything ourselves than see our
child suffer. What unimaginablegrief the Father
must have borneto see Hisbe oved Son bearing
upon himself the sin of the wholeworld!

God the Father expressed the
HEART of the Crossin the

giving of His Son
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TheLoveof the Son

The Lord Jesus declared ...

“Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends” John 15:13.

What he suffered on the Crosswhen hetook
al the sins of humanity upon himself is
beyond comprehension. His cry “My God,
my God why have you forsaken me?”
(Matthew 27:46) givesusasmall inkling to
the awful reality of what it meant for the
glorious, eternal Son to be separated from
the Father. We can only appreciatethe effects
of it for ourselves, individually. And how
we thank him and praise him for it!..dying
for us to set us free and bring us into
rel ationship with hisHeavenly Father.

Jesus, the Son of God, did
the WORK of the Cross in

dying for us

TheLoveof theHoly Spirit

Jesus, knowing he was about to fulfill the work of the Cross and would be
leaving hisdisciples, gathered them together and made awonderful promise
to them (and to us)...

“1 will not leave you as orphans; | will come to you” John 14:18.

He was referring to the Holy Spirit whom =
he would send. After his resurrection he [J .
appeared to them and did exactly what God
had done at the time of the creation of
Adam...

“...he breathed on them and said,
‘Receive the Holy Spirit’” John 20:22.

The work of the Cross was finished, they
had believed in him, and from that act of
“breathing on them” they received the Spirit 5.8 P
of God who had been lost because of sin . : -
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and they were “born again” (John 3:3). A short time later they would be
empowered by the Spirit to be hiswitnesses (Acts 1:8). The ministry of the
Holy Spirit in and through the believer had begun!

The Holy Spirit leads
the believer in the WAY

of the Cross

Living in theWay of the Cross

Jesus made a strange declaration to all those who were listening to him...

“Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must
deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me” Luke 9:23

Later he would say it again in Luke 14:27...

“And whoever does not carry their cross and follow me cannot be my
disciple.”

Imagine how strange this must have sounded to those listening to him. The
cross was a Roman method of executing someone guilty of a great and
unforgiveable crime. The people had no idea that Jesus would, in a short
while, die on across so therewas no context for them to connect the statement
with him. In saying they had to “take up” and “carry their cross” he was
actualy not referring to theawful meansof death but the humiliating punishment
of carrying the cross to the place of execution. That’s when the convicted
person had to struggle with the bar of the cross over his shoulders through
the throngs of peoplewho had come out to jeer him and spit on him because
of hiscrime.

Also notice, Jesus does not say to be his
disciple they must take up his cross. No,
they areto take up their cross. Jesus did the
work of the Cross and that will never be
repeated. That work transforms the life of
the believer...

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he
IS a new creation; old things have
passed away; behold, all things have
become new” 2 Cor. 5:17.

We can never do that work! That’s why Jesus
had to come and take our place.
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“God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we
might become the righteousness of God” 2 Corinthians 5:21.

If we are trying to “crucify ourselves” to get rid of the old sinful nature we
are in error. Jesus’ work on the Cross is a complete and finished work. As
Romans 6:6-7 declares...

“For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the
body ruled by sin might be done away with, that we should no longer
be slaves to sin—because anyone who has died has been set free from
sin.”

When reading Paul’s statement “I die daily” in context (1 Corinthians 15:12-
32) we seehewas not referring to trying to put to death hisold sinful nature.
He was speaking of the fact that, in preaching the Gospel, he literally faced
the possibility of physical death every day.

What was the Lord Jesus referring to when he told us to take up, or carry,
our cross? He was saying that his disciples had to be willing to suffer
persecution — to be willing to be mocked and jeered at for the sake of seeing
others come into the salvation of hisfinished work on the Cross. Taking up
our cross is for the sake of OTHERS.
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The Fellowship of His Sufferings

In Philippians 3:10, Paul expresses the deep desire of his heart...

“...that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the
fellowship of His sufferings...”

“Fellowship” means to be at one with someone in heart and mind and purpose.
In other words, Paul longed to know more and more the heart of the Lord
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Jesus. To know his great love for people that caused him to be willing to
face the sufferings on the Cross would reveal the wonder of who Jesusisin
al hisfullnessand glory. Paul wanted to be so at one with the Lord that he
would sharethelovethe Lord had for people, to experiencefully thelove of
God that had now been “poured into his heart” (Romans 5:5) overflowing to
others.

In order for thereto be aresurrection therefirst hasto be adeath The result
of this identification with the heart of God’s love in the fellowship of his
sufferingswould then beto experiencethe power of theresurrection expressed
through us to others. These two things combined — God’s great love and the
miracles resulting from the power of his resurrection — will see multitudes
come to the Lord. How we as believers today need this! Thisis personally
the cry and longing of our hearts as we go out to minister to others.

EXAMPLES OFHOWTOLIVE

A number of timeswe have asked non-believerswho they think isthe greatest
exampleof aChristianin our day and age. Without fail their answer hasbeen
thesame- Mother Teresa. Why do they choose her? They are not interested
inreligiousiconsbut seein her thereality of someoneliving like Jesus. The
challenge to all of us is that we are epistles read by all those around us...

“You are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read by all
men” 2 Corinthians 3:2.

Mother Teresawas awoman who gave her life to help the poor of India. In
her they saw thelove of God in operation. Thisindeed iswalking theway of
the cross by the Holy Spirit — giving our lives to help others and seeing them
come to know the Lord. We are not all called to do what Mother Teresadid




but we are all — each one of us — called to follow the Lord and walk the
way of the Cross (read 1 Peter 4:12-16). Recorded in Heaven, through

al the generations up to this day, are many unsung heroes of faith who
have walked the way of the Cross.

Paul describes his life and ministry in 2 Corinthians 6:3-10...

“We put no stumbling block in anyone’s path, so that our ministry
will not be discredited. Rather, as servants of God we commend
ourselvesin every way: in great endurance; in troubles, hardships
and distresses; in beatings, imprisonments andriots; in hard work,
sleepless nights and hunger; in purity, understanding, patience
and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; in truthful
speech and in the power of God; with weapons of righteousness in
the right hand and in the left; through glory and dishonor, bad
report and good report; genuine, yet regarded asimpostors;, known,
yet regarded as unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten, and
yet not killed; sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making
many rich; having nothing, and yet possessing everything.”

We must be careful not to fall into the same spirit of Esau who only
wanted the Blessing but despised the Birthright (Genesis 25:19-34; 27:1-
40). The Birthright was the right to be the one to fulfill God’s plan and
purposein hisgeneration. The Blessing was having wealth and power on
earth. But this was never meant for persona gain but was so that the
Birthright could befulfilled. The spirit of Esau, whichisjust wanting the
wealth for agood life down on earth, iswhat God hates (Romans 9:13).
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In our day, the merchandising of the Gospel by some is a great
disappointment. Even in Paul’s day it was happening. He says in 2
Corinthians 2:17...

“Unlike so many, we do not peddle the word of God for profit”.

Thisisnot the heart of our Lord. Jesus was King of Kings, the creator
of the universe, but he became the servant of all...

“...the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve,
and to give his life as a ransom for many” Matthew 20:28.

Paul, declared himself thelove slave of Christ, called to be an apostle,
I.e. one sent to the Gentiles with the Gospel (Romans 1:1). Before
coming to Christ he had five aspectsof lifethat gave him great statusin
the society of his day — good family background, religion, education,
wealth, Roman citizenship (Philippians 3:3-9). In serving Christ, helost
them all and counted them as “dung” — useless rubbish — in comparison
to knowing Christ.

SET FREE

Not only has Jesus set usfree fromthe
guilt, judgment and power of sin, He
has also set us free from the world —
itsways, its focus and its motives.

God has given many wonderful
promises in His Word in relation to § ®
meeting our needs and helping us in ‘a0
time of need... o

“...God is able to make all grace abound towards you that you,
having all that you need, may abound to every good work”.
2 Corinthians 9:8 (see also Hebrews4: 16; Philippians 4:9).

Heiswonderfully faithful in hisloving expression towardsus. But we
also havethe privilege of joining with him to meet the desperate needs
of others, both his believers and those who don’t know him. We are
called, as his disciples, to walk the way of the Cross. The Holy Spirit
has been given to help us do this. Thisis our choice and thisis what
our world today is crying out for! The Early Church “turned the world
upside down” (Acts 17:6) in their generation. Now it is our generation
needing to be turned upside down - or, the right way up! We need to
take on the heart of the Early Church. All thebelievers...

“... were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of

their possessions was their own, but they shared everything they
had” Acts 4:32.
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They were overwhelmed by the wonder of what had been done for
them on the Cross and they saw the urgency of their day, holding nothing

back of their possessions so that the world might be reached with the
Gospel of Christ.

The Greatest Joy isin the Way of the Cross

Thereisno greater joy than fulfilling the call of God to follow theLord
Jesus in the Way of the Cross.

“...fixing our eyes on Jesus,
the pioneer and perfecter
of faith. For the joy that
was set before him he en-

dured the cross, scorning
Its shame, and sat down at

theright hand of thethrone
of God”

Hebrews 12:2




