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THE GOSPEL
OF THE

ALABASTER JAR L1 28
A Life Poured Out

Thereisan amazing act recorded in the New Testament of awoman pouring expensive
perfumeonto the Lord Jesus. Theevent isdescribed inall of thefour Gospels- Luke 7:37-
38, John 12:1-8; Matthew 26:6-13 and Mark 14:1-9. There have been different opinionsas
to who thewomen were. Somebelieve that each of the Gospel writerswas describing the
sameact by the samewoman at the sametime. Some even name Mary Magddene but there
isno proof of thisintheWord. Othersbelieveit isthe account of two different women -
L uke and John describing the same one; Matthew and Mark describing adifferent person.
However, with careful study, it becomesobviousthat they werethreedifferent womenin
threedifferent placesat threedifferent timesand with threedifferent purposes. Understanding
thisisvery important because each act hasgreat Significance, not only to thewomaninvolved,
but to each one of uswho arebdlieversin Christ.

Both thea abagter jar and the expensive perfume had great meaning for each of thesewomen.
They were of great valueto them not just because of their worth but because of what they
represented. Inthe alabastar jar wastheir future. The perfumewould bethedowry for their
marriage. In other words, in pouring it out on the Lord each onewas pouring out her life.

As we look at each of these women we see there was a specific
purposein their act and thewonder of what they were doing holdsa
vital truth for us, as believerstoday, to take hold of personally.

1! The Sinful Woman

“A woman in that town who lived a sinful life learned that Jesus was eating at
the Pharisee’s house, so she came there with an alabaster jar of perfume. As she
stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears.
Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them”
Luke 7:37-38 (read through verses 36-50).

Thisoccurred early inthe ministry of Jesus. Verse 11 tellsusit wasin thetown of Nain and
verse 36 says it was ina Pharisee’s house. The Pharisees prided themselves in their knowledge
of the Law (read Matthew 23:1-33) so the host would have been horrified at this sinful
woman entering hishome and, to him, proved Jesus had not comefrom God.

“When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, ‘If this
man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of
woman she is—that she is a sinner.”” Luke 7:39.
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Read Jesus’ response to Simon, the Pharisee, in verses 40-46. The Pharisee, had shown
no respect for Jesus when he had entered the house. He had not put oil on his head,
washed hisfeet or greeted him with akiss, asthe custom wasfor honoured guests.

“Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, ‘Do you see this woman?
| cameinto your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet
my feet with her tearsand wiped them with her hair. You did not give me akiss,
but thiswoman, from thetime | entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. You
did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. Therefore,
I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has shown. But
whoever has been forgiven little loves little’”” verses 44-50.

Thefact that the woman dared to enter the house of a Pharisee reveal sthreeimportant
factsabout her. Far moreimportant to her than the scrutiny and judgmental attitude she
knew would comefrom the Phari see, sherisked everything to get to Jesus. Sheknew who
hewas and was desperatefor forgiveness.

The Gospel of Salvation

The sinful woman expressed three qualitiesof her heart...
Repentance

Inknedlinginthelowest position at thefeet of Jesus- with much weepingand wiping his
feet with her hair - shewasexpressing her unworthinessand genuinesorry for her sin.

Faith

Shecomesto Jesusfor theanswer to her greet need of forgiveness- expressing her knowledge
of who Jesusisand that, asthe Son of God, he canforgive her sins.

Love
Pouring out the perfume on hisfeet represented thegiving of her wholelifeto himasLord.
Inreturn shereceived threethingsfromtheLord...

“Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven’ ... “Your faith has saved you;
go in peace’” Luke 7:48,50.

Forgiveness

God’s forgiveness is total and final. Her sins are wiped away.
Salvation

Sheissavedtolivearighteouslife both on earth and for eternity.

Peace
Shenow has peacewith God and peacewithin her heart.

The act of the sinful woman in the Gospel of Lukeisawonderful picture of salvation,
reveaing thefirst steps of abeliever cominginto awholenew lifethrough the Lord Jesus
Christ. Itisapicture of salvationfor every person and every generation.

‘ Therefore, if anyoneisin Christ, heisa new creation;
old things have passed away; behold, all things have
becomenew. 2 Corinthians 5:17 (NKJV) ,

)




= Mary of Bethany

Thefamily of Lazaruswaswell known to the Lord Jesus. The Scripture records him
visiting them three times. Every time he came, Mary, Lazarus’ sister, is found at the feet of
Jesus. Her experienceat hisfeet picturesthe growing experience of each one of uswho
arebelieversin Christ.

L earning

“As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a
woman named Martha opened her hometo him. Shehad a sister called Mary;,
who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said. But Martha was distracted
by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked,
‘Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell
her to help me!” “Martha, Martha,’ the Lord answered, ‘you are worried and
upset about many things, but few things are needed—or indeed only one.
Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her’”” Luke
10:38-42.

On hisfirst visit, the Lord isteaching the family and otherswho woul d have gathered. It
was quite customary at that timefor disciplesto Sit at thefeet of their rabbi. InActs22:3
Paul sayshewasingtructed at thefeet of Gamalidl, aleading rabbi of Jerusadem. However,
this custom did not apply to women. Mary’s initiative in taking such a position at Jesus’
feet would have shocked most Jewish men. Rabbisdid not havefemaledisciples. Girls
werenot allowed to receiveaformal education. Mary, asabeliever intheLord, breaks
the custom and eagerly sits at Jesus’ feet to learn. Martha is busy preparing the food but
Mary was hungry for adifferent kind of food - theWord of theLord. This, said Jesus, is
thepriority and just asit wasfor Mary soitisfor ustoday.

“...as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow
thereby” 1 Peter 2:2 NJKV (see also Colossians 1: 24-27; Hebrews 4:12).

Experiencing

Read John 11:1-44. The second visit of Jesusto their homeisin very tragic circumstances.
Despite Marthaand Mary sending amessageto the Lord that Lazaruswas serioudly ill,
the Lord had waited 4 days until heknew Lazaruswas dead before comingtothem. This
wasto beagreat trial of their faith. When the news comesthat the Lord has arrived
Marthagoesout to meet him but Mary does not. We can only imagine what was going
through Mary’s mind. A big question must have been why the Lord did not come when he
knew how ill Lazaruswas. Findly, Marthacomesback, callsher sster asideand tellsher
that Jesusisasking for her.

“‘When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him....When Mary
reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, shefell at hisfeet and said,
‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died’”” John 11:28,32.

Inthemidst of thegreatest tria of her lifeand of her faith, Mary fallsat thefeet of Jesus.
Shepoursout thegrief of her heart to theonly onewho hasthe answer. Jesushad declared
to Marthathat heis “the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25-27) and Mary was
about to experience the power of theWord that sheloved to sit and learn - theredlity that
Jesus|stheLiving Word (John 1:1).




“When Jesus saw her weeping...he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled...

Jesus wept...once more deeply moved, came to the tomb...Then Jesus said,

‘Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?’...Jesus

called in aloud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands

and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around hisface. Jesus said
verses 29-44.

Like Mary, as believers in Christ we have stepped into the “miracle zone” and opportunities
to ““see the glory of God” at work in our lives. The things we experience throughout our life
including thetrials of faith wefaceat times, arevita ingredientsfor our growth in Christ
(seel Peter 1:3-7). God hasagoa inmindfor us- “the full measure of the stature of
Christ” (Ephesians4:13) - and Heisworking in everything that happensto us- good and
bad - to bring that goal to pass.

“And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God,
tothosewho arethe called according to His purpose. For whom Heforeknew,
Healso predestined to be conformed to theimage of His Son, that He might be
the firstborn among many brethren” Romans 8:28-29 NKJV.

It now comesto thefina timeMary isat thefeet of Jesus. Six daysbeforetheLord goes
to the Cross he visits Lazarus’s home for the third time where a dinner was held in Jesus’
honour. Lazarus, alive and well and the evidence of God’s glory and power, is reclining at
thetablewith the disciplesand guests (John 12:1-2).

Wor shipping

“Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured
it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was filled
with the fragrance of the perfume” John 12:3.

Thistimethe Scripture specifically describesthe house being filled with thefragrance. This
isthe purpose of the pouring out of our lifeto theLord...that all who surround usmay be
awareof theLord - hisglory and his power - through our loveand serviceof him.

“For we are to God the pleasing aroma of Christ among those who are being
saved and those who are perishing” 2 Corinthians 2:15.

Pouring out the perfume on Jesus’ feet was an act of total worship by Mary. From all that
shehad learned sitting at hisfeet and al that she had experienced of hisglory in her life,
shepoured out her lifein tota worship to him. Paul, after writing of thewonder of al the
Lord hasdonefor us, describesin Romans 12:1 thisfull expression of trueworship, and
Jesus describestrueworship in John 4:23-24. \Worship ismore than singing and lifting up
our hands, although these are good waysto expressour heart. Worship isthe offerng of
our whole life. Jesus’ response to Judas’ complaint at “wasting” the perfume (John 12:4-6)
isvery enlightening...

“‘Leave her alone,” Jesus replied. ‘It was intended that she should save this
perfume for the day of my burial...””” John 12:7.

Mary’s act of worship was in light of who Jesus is, all he had done in her life, and what he
was about to do on the Crossfor the salvation of theworld.

~




<=> The Unnamed Woman

Just four days after Mary had poured the perfume on Jesus’ feet (2 days before the
Cross) the Lord, still in Bethany, is invited to dine at Simon the Leper’s house (Matthew
26:1-13; Mark 14:1-9). Obviously Simon would no longer be aleper as no other
guestswould have come. We can assume he had been healed by Jesus.

“While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of Simon the
Leper, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume,
made of pure nard. She broke the jar and poured the perfume on his head”
Mark 14:3.
Here, again, isawoman pouring expensive perfume on the Lord. Ashad happenedin
thetwo other instances, thedisciplesareindignant. It wasthewaste of the equivalent of
ayear’s wage and, in their thinking, it could have been given to the poor, and they
“rebuked her harshly”. But Jesus said...

“Why are you bothering this woman? She has done a beautiful thing to
me...When she poured this perfume on my body, shedid it to prepare mefor
burial...” Matthew 26:10-13.

Mary’s act had also included being for the day of the Lord’s burial (John 12:7) but it’s
expression was a very personal one of her love and worship of the Lord. This woman’s
act, however, had even greater significancein relaiontotheLord himsdf - “She has
done a beautiful thing to me”. Although it would have been very much an act of
lovefor theLord by her pouring out her most preciouspossession, it wasa so aprophetic
act. She poured the perfume, not on his feet, but on his head. It would then have
poured down onto hiswholebody. It was an act of anointing.

Anointed

At thebeginningof hisministry, quotingfrom Isaiah 61:1-2, theLord Jesushad declared...

““The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach
good newsto thepoor. He has sent meto proclaim freedom for the prisoners
and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the
year of the Lord’s favour.” Then he rolled up the scroll...and began by saying
to them, *Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing’” Luke4:18-21.

He had fulfilled thework in hislife on earth the Father had sent him to do (see John
17:1-5). Now, intwo days, thetimehad comefor himtofulfil the greatest task of all.
Hewastodie, taking the sin and judgment of all sinful mankind on himsdlf, to set them
freeand bring theminto rel ationship with hisFather again.

The unnamed woman’s action of anointing the Lord Jesus was a declaration of who he
isand what he had cometo do. The three specific categories of peoplein the Old
Testament who were especialy anointed prepictured thereality of who the Jesusis.

The Revelation of His Glory
* TheKiNng- see1 samuel 10:1; 2 Samuel 16:13

JesusistheKing of kingsand Lord of lords! (Revelation 17:14; Revelation 1:5). The
Lord Jesuswasnot only thenatura heir to thethrone of David, whichthe geneal ogies




reveal, he wasfar more. Heisthe Son of God. He is seated at the right hand of the
Father; HeistheKing of al kings.

“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by
him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or powersor rulers or authorities; all things were
created by him and for him. Heisbeforeall things, and in him all thingshold
together” Colossians 1:15-17.

* The Prophet - see Deuteronomy 18:18; John 6:14.

A prophet isonewho speaksforth theword of God to the people. The Lord Jesuscame
asthegreat true Prophet, representing hisFather God. HewastheWord becomeflesh!
Thegreat Communicator of the heart of God to mankind.

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God...The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have
seen hisglory, theglory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father,
full of grace and truth.” John 1:1,14.

He spoke only what he heard the Father saying and did only what he saw the Father
doing.

“My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I, too, am working...1
tell you thetruth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he
seeshisFather doing, becausewhatever the Father doesthe Son also does...By
myself | can do nothing; | judgeonly as| hear, and my judgment isjust, for |
seek not to please myself but him who sent me” John 5:17,19,30.

* TheHigh Priest - seeLeviticus8:10; Psalm 133:2.

In pouring the pure nard on the Lord’s head, the unnamed woman was making a
declaration: JesusistheHigh Priest of our salvation! (seeHebrews4:14).

“...because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. Therefore he
is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he
always lives to intercede for them. Such a high priest meets our need -- one

who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted about the heavens”
Hebrews 7:24-26 (Hebrews 9:11-14).

Onceayear, under the Old Covenant, on behalf of thewholenation of Israel, theHigh
Priest would take the shed blood of ayoung bull and goat into the Holiest of All where
the fulness of God’s glory was manifest (Leviticus 16:14-16). As the perfect High Priest,
by the shedding of hisown blood on our behalf, the Lord Jesus brought usinto thefull
glory of the presence of God. The moment hedied thethick curtaininthetemple, which
separated sinful people from God’s presence and glory, was torn from top to bottom.
“The veil” was taken away! Heaven was open!

*“...to this day the same veil remains when the old covenant is read. It has
not been removed, becauseonly in Christisit taken away....whenever anyone
turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away” 2 Corinthians 3:14-16.




The Gospel of the Alabaster Jar

In response to the anointing on his head by this unnamed woman, the Lord Jesus
makesawonderful satement inwhich every generation and every oneof usisincduded...

“I tell you the truth, wherever this gospel is preached throughout the world,
what she has done will also be told, in memory of her” Matthew 26:13.

Theanointing of the Lord by the third woman isthe capstone of first two. Combined
together they pictureour full and growingexperiencein Chrigt and the ultimateful filment
of God’s glorious plan. Their lives are a prophetic statement for all of us.

The Sinful Woman

The pouring out of her life expressed in the alabaster jar of perfume, pictures our
salvation, forgivenessand new life (whichiscompleted by thegift of the Holy Spirit -
John20:22).

*“...Jesus declared, ‘I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God
unlessheisborn again....no one can enter thekingdom of God unlessheis
born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives
birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born
again’” John 3:3,5-7 (John 1:12).

Mary of Bethany

Mary’s total love and worship because of all she had experienced of the Lord, pictures
our growthinour relationship with theLord and with the Father through therevelation
of theWord and Hismiraculousworkingsin our life. Thishastheresponsein our total
worshipof Him.

“But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the
Lord, arebeing transformed into the sameimagefromglorytoglory, just as
by the Spirit of the Lord” 2 Corinthians 3:18 (NKJV).

TheUnnamed Woman

The woman’s revelation of who the Lord Jesus is and all he was about to do on the
Crossisthefoundation of our faith but aso acontinuousrevel ation that constantly, by
thework of the Holy Spirit, transformsusinto Hisimage (read Ephesians 1:16-21).

“... I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father,
may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know
him better. | pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order
that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his
gloriousinheritancein hisholy people, and hisincomparably great power
for us who believe” Ephesians 1:16-19 (read through to verse 21).

Our Glorious Future

“To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his
glorious presence without fault and with great joy - to the only God our
Saviour be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our
Lord, before all ages, now and forever more! Amen” Jude 24-25.
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