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“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old

things have passed away; behold, all things have become

New” 2 Corinthians 5:17 (NKJV)

1! Babyhood

Two vita attributes arethe absolutefoundation for a
person’s life from the moment they are born:

*LOVE
*TRUST

Not only dothese attributes givethe child (and right
into adulthood) the sense of persona worth, they are
dsothentransferred toloving and trusting the Lord.

>~ Childhood

Asthechild grows, the parentsimpart thisloveand trust in variousways.

EXpI’ ng It- constantly saying “I love you” and physically expressing it with hugs.

“Love is patient, love is kind... it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of
wrongs...It always protects, alwaystrusts, always hopes, always per severes. Love
never fails” 1 Corinthians 13:4-8.
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K eegping your Wor d - whatever ispromised or instructed tothe child, itisvital
the parent keepswhat they say. Thisnot only developsin the child trust of the parent but
aso ultimatetrust in the Lord and HisWord.

“Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path” Psaim 119:105.

TrainiNng- teaching thetruths of lifefrom theWord of God.

“Train up a child in the way he should go, And when he is old he will not
depart from it” Proverbs 22:6 (Proverbs 1:8; Ephesians 6:4 NKJV).

Guidance-iivi ng by examplefor them, involving themin activities, guidingthem side
by sidewith them. For exampl e, praying together with them so they then experiencethe
answersand thereality of theLord intheir life.

“Now then, my children, listen to me; blessed are those who keep my ways”
Proverbs 8:32.

Disci pI | Ne- the boundariesto keep them safeand guidethem for thefuture. The
child must alwaysunderstand why they arebeing disciplined, and the parent must always
discipline out of love, never out of anger. In other words, it is for the child’s sake not for the
parent’s.

“Discipline your children, and they will give you peace; they will bring you

the delights you desire” Proverbs 29:17 (Proverbs 19:18).

“Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected

them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of spirits and
live!” Hebrews 12:9.

Commendation - constant commendation of the child’s gifts, abilities and character,

and sharing with them the uniqueness of who they are, isimportant asthey grow intheir
understanding inthe plan and purpose of Godfor their life.

“Before I was born the Lord called me; from my mother’s womb he has spoken
my name” Isaiah 49:1.

<= Youth

Theteen and young adult yearsisthe stage of choosing
theprioritiesof lifewhich becomethemakingsof theadullt.
Theseprioritiesare:

Seeki ng Truth- at thisstage questions arisein
themind of theyoung. Nolonger isit just what the parents
say about the L ord, but they seek to know for themselves
ifitistrue. Itistheagewhen many cometoagenuinefaith
and experiencethetruth of salvation and relationship with
theLord for themselves.

“Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the
right to become children of God— children born not of natural descent, nor of
human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God” John 1:12-13.




Pur pose IN Life- thisisatime of education and it isvery important for the

parentsto pray with their child for guidancefromtheLord astowhichway will bethe best
for themtofulfill their purposein lifeand seethe r God-given giftingsfully expressed. They
areseekingwhat isthecall of Godfor their lives.

“He guides me along the right paths for his name’s sake” Psalm 23:3.

“He guides the humble in what is right and teaches them his way”” Psalm 25:9.

“You guide me with your counsel, and afterward you will take me into glory”
Psalm 73:24.

Friendshi PS- Friendsareall-important in theheart and mind of theyoung person

at thisstageof life...apriority tothem. Who they chooseastheir friendswill greatly test the
decisionsthey make and so ultimately effect who they becomeand what they doinlife.
Although they are encouraged to befriendly with everyoneit isvery important that they
choosethoseof likemind and faith to betheir closefriends.

“The righteous choose their friends carefully, but the way of the wicked leads
them astray” Proverbs 12:26.

Thisisdsothe stagewherethey become aware of and interested intheoppositesex. Itis
good to encouragethemto follow the advicethe apostle, Paul, gaveto Timothy:

“Treat...younger women as sisters, with absolute purity” 1 Timothy 5:2.

Parents need to pray together with their young ones before they leave the house. The
Lord’s grace - His enabling power - will help them and strengthen them when they face
any temptation, challengesor bullying whilethey areaway (or onthesocid media). Also
pray with them when they return so that their focusawaysremainson theLord and His
lovefor them.

| ndependence- at thisstagein lifetheyoung ones are beginning to experience

someindependence. Thisdoes not mean they are out on their own, rather, based onthe
foundation given by the parents, it isenabling their experience of dependenceonthelLord
to guidethem and encouragethem. Their personal relationship with theLord becomesa
greater reality and isnow enhanced.

“*Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you.
You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. | will be
found by you,’ declares the Lord” Jeremiah 29:12-14.




<=~ Adulthood

Decison M aki NQ - asadultsmany decisionsnow faceus. TheLord hasgiven
awonderful key in HisWord to help usmaketheright decision:

“Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts...” Colossians 3:15.
TheAmplified Bibletrandatesit thisway...

“Let the peace of Christ [the inner calm of one who walks daily with Him] be
the controlling factor in your hearts [deciding and settling questions that
arise].”

The peaceof Christinour heartsisto betheguiding factor in every aspect of our adult life.
Weareto awaysfollow the peacein every decision and every relationship:

Marri age- theLord knowswhoistheright partner inlifefor us...for theonewho

isjoinedwith usmust beonein heart and onein mind with usso, together, wecan fulfill the
call of God that ison both our livestogether. The choice of the onewemarry isnot only
based on “falling in love” but whether our hearts are filled with peace in knowing this
personisthewill of Godfor us.
“He who finds a wife finds what is good and receives favor from the Lord”
Proverbs 18:22 (Ephesians 5:21-33).
BUSINESS - the Lord’s peace can direct us in any decision we need to make in our
work placeand area of business.
*“...each person should live as a believer in whatever situation the Lord has
assigned to them, just as God has called them” 1 Corinthians 7:17.

Mini stry - every Christian iscalled to ministry whatever their occupation may be
and hasreceived specific giftsfrom the Holy Spirit to minister to others:

“For just as each of us has one body

with many members, and these
members do not all have the same
function, so in Christ we, though
many, form one body, and each
member belongsto all the others. We
have different gifts, according to the
gracegiven to each of us. If your gift
is prophesying, then prophesy in
accordance with your[a] faith; if it
is serving, then serve; if it is
teaching, then teach; if it is to
encourage, then giveencouragement; if
it isgiving, then give generoudly; if
itistolead, doit diligently; if itisto
show mercy, do it cheerfully”” Romans
12:4-8 (see also Ephesians 4:11-16).




Fellowship - asbelieversin Christ wearecalledto beablessingto our fellow
Christiansand grow together in theknowledge of Him, expressingtheloveof theLord
and meeting one another’s need both spiritually and in the natural. As the Lord Jesus
directed...

“A new command | give
you: Loveoneanother. As|
haveloved you, so you must
love one another. By this
everyonewill know that you
aremy disciples, if you love
one another” John 13:34-35.

“All the believers were one
in heart and mind. No one
claimed that any of their
possessions was their own,
but they shared everything
they had” Acts 4:32.

Par enti NQ - children areawonderful gift fromtheLord anditisagreat joy and
privilegeto beinvolvedintheir livesand seethem grow into the precious person God
intendsthemto be.

“...she is your companion and your wife by covenant. But did He not make
them one, having a remnant of the Spirit? And why one? He seeks godly
offspring” Malachi 2:14-15 (NKJV).

S Middle Age

Training Other s- middie age
is an age of experience and great
opportunity. Lessons have been learned,
victories have been won, and much can be
shared with thosewho follow.

Handling Retirement -
retirement does not mean the end of a
person’s life purpose. Rather, God has
specific purposes for thistime of life. A
person now hasthetimeand ability to do
something very special which God will
direct theminto. It isthe next stagetofulfill
thecall of God ontheir lives. Itisthetime
to seek the Lord’s direction for what He
hasfor themto do.




& Old Age

Wisdom -thisisthe greatest gift you haveto give your loved onesand thosewho
know you. All life’s experiences are yours to give and for them to learn by.

“Get wisdom, get understanding; do not forget my words or turn away
from them” Proverbs 4:5

Her itage- far moreimportant than any inheritance, you areleaving agrezt heritage
to those who know you.

“Your sons will take the place of your fathers; you will make them
princes throughout the land” Psalm 45:16.

H OPE- for thebdliever in Christ, who hasreached thefullness of their timeon earth,

Jesus’ promise of Heaven becomes their wonderful focus. Our glorious hope is soon to
becomearedlity for them.

“In My Father’s house are many dwelling places. If it were not so, | would
have told you, because | am going thereto prepare a place for you. And if |
go and prepare a placefor you, | will come back again and | will take you to
Myself, so that where | am you may be also”” John 14:2-3 (AMP).

Eternal Life- deathisnottheend of life. For thosein Christ, it isthebeginning!

““Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?’ The sting of
death issin, and the power of sinisthelaw. But thanksbeto God! Hegivesus
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” 1 Corinthians15:55-57.
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‘ZZ Eternity

Transformed Bodies- every believer in Christ haseternd life. Our mortal

body is buried but we are “changing houses” and *“clothing ourselves” with our heavenly
dweling.

“For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a
building from God, an eternal housein heaven, not built by human hands.
Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed instead with our heavenly
dwelling... so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life” 2 Cor. 5:1-4.

Raised with Christ meansdeath isthe stepping over into the gloriousthingsthat await
usineternity.

“...because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead
will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you to himself” 2 Cor. 4:14.
With Jesus-inthe glorious presence of the Father without any shameor guilt
because of thework of the Crossand Hisresurrection.
“To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before
his glorious presence without fault and with great joy...”” Jude 24.
Filled with Glory -theglory of God will fill our whole being and we shall
be like Him “for we shall see Him as He is” (1 John 3:2).
“I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the
glory that will be revealed in us” Romans 8:18.
United with loved ones- weshal betogether with our loved ones again

“For the Lord himself will come down from heaven...and the dead in Christ
will risefirst....wewho are still alive and areleft will be caught up together
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with
the Lord forever” 1 Thessalonians4:17.

Fullness of JOy - becauseof His presence, Heavenisfilledwith all the nature
of God - Hisgreat love, peaceand joy.
“In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures
forevermore” Psalm 16:11 (NKJV).
GloriousWor shi P - for al eternity our heartswill be overflowing with
worshipfor Him.

“Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing
waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting: ‘Hallelujah! For our Lord
God Almighty reigns’” Revelation 19:6.

Rel gni ng with Christ -our gloriouspositionin Heaveniswith Christ at
the Father’s right hand...involved with Him in His eternal plans.

“And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly
realms in Christ Jesus,...”” Ephesians 2:6.
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